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RE:
DETROIT 300 PARTNER PROGRAM


Fueling the Spirit of Detroit: Humanists and the Humanities in Detroit’s History

This event is an invitational conference sponsored by The Humanities Center featuring representatives from Wayne State University’s College of Liberal Arts, and College of Urban, Labor and Metropolitan Affairs (CULMA); and from the Detroit Institute for the Arts (DIA), the Detroit Historical Museum, the Museum of African American Art and the Auto Heritage program.  The event will mark Detroit’s 300th birthday by bringing together scholars and students to commemorate the contributions to Detroit’s cultural and humanistic landscape made by major and minor historical figures, including Augustus Woodward, Albert Kahn, Henry Ford, Edsel Ford, Diego Rivera and Ossian Sweet.  The aim of the conference is to make the contributions of these historical figures known to the general public so that names of Detroit buildings, streets and locations may be related to the intellectual, religious, educational, artistic and other humanistic contributions made by these historical figures.

The keynote presentation, at 9:00 a.m., will be a reading by Charles Baxter of his own work.  Charles Baxter is an internationally renowned poet and author who has written extensive fiction regarding the unique humanistic aspects of Detroit.  

During the lunch period, 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., The Center will sponsor a complimentary luncheon event at which Constance Budorow, Executive Director of the Automotive National Heritage Association, will speak on The Automobile National Heritage Area – Reading our Heritage in the Cultural Landscape.    Since this event can only accommodate 40 participants, The Center is inviting interested parties to RSVP by August 15, 2001.  The first forty requests will be honored.  Please call us at 313-577-5471 or email ai7911@wayne.edu to make reservations.  

In addition to the above events, our symposium will feature the following prominent speakers at the times shown below:

10:00 a.m. 

· Brian Dunnigan, Curator at The Clements Library, The University of Michigan, will be speaking on the topic of his new book, Frontier Metropolis, in a talk titled - Images of Early Detroit: Reading a Cultural History.
10:50 a.m.
· Michele Ronnick, WSU Associate Professor, Classics, Greek and Liberal Arts, will be speaking on the topic of Mr. Augustus Woodward’s Humanistic contributions – From Rome to Detroit: Augustus Woodward (1774-1827) and the Campus Martius.

11:40 a.m.
· Kevin Boyle, Detroit Historian and Author, will be speaking about the civil rights movement in Detroit and specifically about Mr. Ossian Sweet’s contribution to the movement - The Rages of Whiteness: A Murder, Modernity, and the Making of Civil Rights Liberalism.
1:45 p.m.
· Bill Harris, WSU English Professor and Playwright will be staging Detroit Sketches with a colleague, Council Cargle.

2:40 p.m.
· Nancy Jones, Director of Education – DIA, will be speaking about the artist – Diego Rivera whose world famous mural is part of the permanent collections at the DIA - Diego Rivera:  An Unlikely Presence in Detroit.
3:30 p.m.

· Jerry Herron, WSU Director of American Studies, will be speaking on the subject of Edsel Ford’s humanistic contributions to the city of Detroit - Henry, Edsel, Diego and the Last Pedestrians.
4:15 p.m.
· Charles Hyde, WSU History Professor who will be speaking on the history of the Chrysler Corporation and its Humanistic implications - Southeastern Michigan and the Chrysler Corporation: Riding the Roller Coaster Together.
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